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The Piopiotea Stream Restoration Project:  

Community update - April 2015 

 

Welcome 

Happy New Year everyone, and what a great summer we’ve had!  

Several months have passed since the official launch of the 

Piopiotea Stream Restoration Project at National Park School, and 

we thought it was about time we provided an update. 

from 

The Catalyst Group team – Greg, Al, Kate and Maree 

 

What’s been happening recently? 

Over the last few months we have done: 

 Project signage – Greg and Alistair installed project signage at 

Raurimu and Mansons Siding. 

 Facebook - the project Facebook site went live.  Thank you to 

everyone that has viewed the site, and ‘friended’ us. 

 Water quality monitoring – starting in October 2014, Kate and 

Maree have been doing monthly water quality sampling at 

four sites along the Piopiotea Stream.  This is separate to the 

sampling by Ruapehu District Council to monitor National 

Park’s wastewater discharge.  Aly Learmonth (National Park 

resident) has been assisting and will take over the sampling 

from now on.  Thanks Aly!  Unfortunately, the sampling 

record is still too short to draw any conclusions about water 

quality in the Stream just yet. 

 Landowners – Greg and Alistair have been in contact with 

several landowners with properties adjoining the Piopiotea 

Stream, and met with some to discuss restoration 

opportunities. 

 Community leaders – The Catalyst Group team have met with 

several locals to get more of an insight into the Piopiotea 

Stream, its values, and opportunities for improvement - Phil 

Hawthorne to discuss stormwater and septic tank issues, and 

Temaari Gardiner to discuss iwi values and restoration 

possibilities. 

 Community engagement – we have been overwhelmed by the 

level of community interest and engagement in this project.  

We have not experienced anything like it in the many projects 

we have been involved in previously.  Please keep it up, and 

remember we are always happy to chat. 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Greg and the new sign at Raurimu 

 

 

 
Kate getting the good oil from Phil 

Hawthorne 
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What’s planned for the coming months? 

We are in the process of finalising the details for a couple of 

community events in Raurimu: 

1. Instream monitoring to find out what fish and insects live in 

the Piopiotea Stream, and what this tells us about the health 

of the waterway.  We have suggested Friday, 1 May to 

National Park School.  Everyone is invited to be part of this 

event.  If you are interested, please contact us and we will let 

you know the details;  

2. Seeking your ideas on how to improve community access to 

Piopiotea Stream through Raurimu, and sharing some of our 

thoughts with you.  This will be done at the Raurimu 

Ratepayers Association AGM on Queens Birthday weekend. 

We will provide more details on the stream monitoring event 

once things are firmed up.  

 

In addition to the above community event, we will be continuing:  

 the monthly water quality monitoring, and are hoping to get 

National Park School involved in the monitoring and data 

analysis; and 

 our conversations with landowners about stream protection 

opportunities, and the start of restoration works. 

 

 

 

 
Kate and Aly – great 80s comedy duo 

and water quality monitoring team! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What is the Piopiotea Stream Restoration Project? 

For those of you unfamiliar with the project, the following is a quick summary. 

The Whanganui River Environment Trust and The Catalyst Group are combining forces with the 

Raurimu and National Park communities to restore the health of the Piopiotea Stream.  Over the 

next 5 years (starting in 2014) the project aims to: 

 Improve water quality in the Piopiotea Stream so it is safe to work and play in 

 Increase insect, native fish and koura populations in the Piopiotea Stream 

 Improve the Piopiotea Stream trout fishery, and increase the amount of stream used by 

trout to spawn in 

 Improve public access to Piopiotea Stream through Raurimu 

 Reduce the impacts of the Piopiotea Stream on the Whakapapa River 

 

If you would like to know more, contact The Catalyst Group on 06 358-6300 or check out the 

project Facebook page https://www.facebook.com/PiopioteaStream. 

https://www.facebook.com/PiopioteaStream



